
Beginning 

Genealogy: 

Free Resources 

Maggie Rose 

30 April 2019 

mrose@twinsburglibrary.org 



Best Beginnings  

Suggestions for Successful Searching 



Stay on Track  

Ɋ Research Log 

Ɋ Record which ancestor your are researching 

Ɋ List resources consulted 

Ɋ Questions regarding research 

Ɋ Notes of Transcriptions 



Staying on Track Resources  

Free Print Resources 

Ɋ Repurpose scrap paper with a 

3-hole punch and build a binder  

 

Ɋ Notebooks, journals, 

composition books, etc 

Free Digital Resources 

ɊWPS Office: similar to Microsoft 

Office 

Ɋ https://www.wps.com/office-

free?__c=1 

 

Ɋ Fillable research logs: 

Ɋ https://bit.ly/2WpLQK2 
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Recording Your Ancestors  

Ɋ Record names in their given order: First Middle Last 

Ɋ Women are always recorded with their Maiden Names 

Ɋ Nicknames in parenthesis 

Ɋ Isabella Katherine March (Kate)  

 

Ɋ Record dates in the Day Month Year format:  

Ɋ 20 May 2016 or 05 August 2013 

Ɋ 7/6/77 = July 6th 1977? Or June 7th 1877? 

 

 

 

 



Recording Your Ancestors Resources  

Free Print Resources 

Ɋ Printable Forms 

Ɋ https://www.archives.gov/resear

ch/genealogy/charts-forms 

Ɋ https://www.mymcpl.org/genealo

gy/resources/family-history-

forms 

Free Digital Resources 

Ɋ Fillable and downloadable forms: 

Ɋ https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/r

esources/family-history-forms 

Ɋ Free Software: 

Ɋ https://gramps-

project.org/introduction-WP/ 
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Gramps  
Free: Open-source genealogy program. 

Build your own database of ancestors. 

Create your own charts and trees and 

print them.  

https://gramps-project.org/introduction-

WP/ 
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Citing Your Sources  

 

 

 

 

Ɋ Locate sources again for additional information 

Ɋ Lead others to useful sources 

Ɋ Verify correct information 

Ɋ Future publishing opportunities 



Citing Your Sources  

Ɋ The Chicago Manual of Style 

Ɋ Humanities Style, ñplaces full citations in footnotes or endnotes and gives the 

author freedom to add unlimited comments.ò (Mills, 2015) 

 

Ɋ Evidence Explained: Citing History Sources from Artifacts to 

Cyberspace. 3rd Ed. Mills, Elizabeth Shown. 2015, Genealogical 

Publishing Company. Maryland 



Citing Your 

Sources 

 

 

 

 

 

Ɋ Free download from: 

 

https://www.familytreem

agazine.com/cheatshee

t/genealogyessentials/  

 

*requires email 

 

 



Resources for Citations  

Free Print Resources 

Ɋ Family Tree Factbook: Key 

Genealogy Tips and Stats for 

the Busy Researcher. Haddad 

(2018) 

Ɋ Evidence Explained: Citing 

History Sources from Artifacts to 

Cyberspace. 3rd Ed. Mills, 

Elizabeth Shown. 2015, 

Genealogical Publishing 

Company. Maryland 

Free Digital Resources 

Ɋ Familysearch.org 

Ɋ Gramps-project.org 

Ɋ https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en

/Citations_(Evidence_Style) 
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Citing Your 

Sources 

 

 

 

 

 

Ɋ Free Account 

Ɋ Requires Email 

Ɋ Linked to LDS databases and archives 

 

 



Transcribing Your Sources  

 

 

 

 

ɊWord-for-word copy of text document 

Ɋ Copied exactly, errors included 

Ɋ Only add your own clarification in brackets [like this]. 



Lane Family History File, Twinsburg Historical Society 

http://twinsburg200.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Lane-Letters-Combined-Civil-

War-Letters-of-Sherman-Lane-June-September.pdf 
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Transcription Resources  

Free Print Resources 

Ɋ Organizing & Preserving Your 

Heirloom Documents. Chapter 

9. Sturdevant, 2002 

  

Free Digital Resources 

Ɋ Transcription Tutorial 

Ɋ http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/p

alaeography/default.htm 
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Census Records 

Accessing and Interpreting 



Census Records 

Ɋ U.S. Federal Census 

Ɋ Began in 1790 

Ɋ Every 10 years 

Ɋ Ages, names, sex, address and more about an individual 

Ɋ 72 year restriction to protect privacy 

 



Census Records 

Ɋ U.S. Federal Census 

Ɋ Enumerators (real people) record information 

Ɋ Transcribers interpret census records for database searching  

Ɋ Alternate name spellings 

Ɋ 1890 Federal Census  

Ɋ Explore the neighbors 

Ɋ Always view the original if available 

 



Census Records 

Ɋ State and Territorial Censuses 

Ɋ Census years vary 

Ɋ Data collected varies 

Ɋ Identical drawbacks as Federal Censuses 

 



United States 

Federal 

Census 

Abbreviations  
From: 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/

en/United_States_Census_Abbre

viations 
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Finding Your Census  

Ɋ Ancestry Library Edition 

Ɋ Accessible only at subscribing 

public libraries 

Ɋ No account required 

Ɋ Printable original records 

Ɋ FamilySearch 

-Accessible via any internet connection 

Account creation with email required 

Printable original records 

    

   



Reading Your Census Records  

Ɋ Each census recorded different information  

Ɋ Census records are organized by the order in which families were visited 

ɊCheck on your neighborsé 

ɊSometimes neighbors answered enumeratorôs questions 

ɊHandwritingé 

Ɋ Politics 

 

 




